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Letter of Reference 

Ms. Joanna lewicka, born 01 August 1980 in Rybnik/Poland, has been 

a trainer of Forum Theater for partner organizations of the Civil Peace 

Service (CPS) of GIZ in Cambodia since 2015. She has conducted nume

rous trainings and workshops with staff, volunteers and members of 

target communities and successfully contributed to strengthening local 

capacities for interethnic peace-building in Cambodia. 

Since 2014, the CPS has been running the program 'Conflict Sensitive 

(Re)lntegration of Former Vietnamese Refugees and Other Ethnic 

Minorities in Cambodia', which is funded through the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Development and Cooperation special initiative 

'Tackling the Root Causes of Displacement, Reintegrating Refugees'. 

The program addresses the prevalent racial discrimination against the 

ethnic Vietnamese minority in Cambodia which perpetuates their social 

and economic marginalization and weak legal status. By building capa

cities of local partner organizations, the program promotes conflict 

transformation and dialogue as an approach to reduce prejudices and 

fears among Cambodians. Several of the CPS partner organizations 

include Forum Theater as a tool for conflict transformation into their 

projects. 

Ms. Lewicka primarily worked with our partner organization 'Khmer 

Community Development' (KCD) through a peace project funded by 

the CPS since 2015. Annually, she spent up to two weeks of intensive 

training with KCD staff and over the course of three years introduced 

them to the Forum Theater process. Forum Theater is a complex app

roach to conflict transformation which identifies conflictive issues of 

affected populations, stages that conflict in a performance and engages 

the audience to finding new outcomes to the conflict. Thus, it creates a 

process of awareness raising, empowerment and allows the exploration 

of new forms of expression. 

Ms. Lewicka incrementally built the capacity of KCD staff and local 

volunteers to find relevant issues and develop their acting and group 

facilitation skills. She paid particular attention to strengthening the 

skills of the 'joker' who plays a significant role in involving the audience 
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and incorporating their suggestions for new outcomes. She applied a 

culture-sensitive approach, encouraging the players to find their individual 

way of overcoming cultural restrictions of expressions, especially in regard 

to 'negative' emotions. 

After three years of training, up to 15 core staff members of KCD have be

come skilled actors and are capable to apply the process of Forum Theater 

in an interethnic community of Khmer and Vietnamese in the Cambodian

Vietnamese border region . Moreover, KCD has started to introduce Forum 

Theater to other civil society groups working on social confl ict. Ms. Lewicka 

provides supervision remotely between trainings. 

Ms. Lewicka has also worked with other CPS partner organizations such as 

Kdei Karuna and Youth Resource Development Program, who incorporate 

Forum Theater into their dialogue activities relating to interethnic peace

building and the reconciliation of victims ofthe Khmer Rouge regime . With 

her thorough understanding of the war-torn Cambodian history and social 

repercussions until the present day that pose particular challenges for the 

young generation in Cambodia, Ms. Lewicka is a knowledgeable and 

resourceful trainer in the context of peace build ing in Cambodia. 

Ms. Lewicka has collaborated with CPS advisers to identify the needs of 

different partner organizations. She is highly valued for her professionalism 

as a Forum Theater trainer, her ability to adapt to the local context and her 

extraordinary commitment to the needs of the local communities. She has 

a great capacity to invite people of different backgrounds to explore their 

skills and develop their self-confidence. With her great sense of humour, 

her enthusiasm and her ease to use body language to communicate, she 

brings together people from different ethnicities, languages and social 

backgrounds and offers them opportunities for personal empowerment. 

The CPS of GIZ Cambodia is looking forward to future collaboration with 

Ms. Joanna Lewicka to enhance conflict transformation capacities among 

our partner organizations and thus promote peacebuilding in Cambodia. 

Phnom Penh, 12 September 2018 
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE

This is to certify that:

Joanna LEWICKA

took part in the subject sessions for:
Arts-Performing: Implementing the MYP curriculum

Category 1

At the IBAEM - MYP Categories 1,  2 & 3 and NCS Workshops LONDON, UK 2013, held at Radisson
Edwardian Heathrow Hotel, from Jun. 21, 2013 to Jun. 23, 2013.

The workshops were organised by the IB Regional Office for Africa, Europe and Middle East and were led
by experienced practitioners of the IB.

Jun. 23, 2013

Jeff Beard
IB Director General

Attendance at all IBAEM Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP) and Diploma
Programme workshops  is worth 15 hours of instruction.

Asistencia a cualquier taller de IBAEM del Programa de la Escuela Primaria (PEP), Programa del los Años
Intermedios (PAI), o Programa del Diploma (DP) a un total de 15 horas de instrucción.

Toute participation à un atelier du IB organisé par IBAEM pour le Programme primaire (PP), le Programme
de premier cycle secondaire (PPCS), ou le Programme du diplôme équivaut à 15 heures de formation.
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ul. Symfoniczna 1, 20-853 Lublin; tel. 81 740 75 43, fax 81 441 99 36,  

www.paderewski.lublin.pl, www.facebook.com/MSPaderewski 

Lublin, Poland, 2018 

To whom it may concern, 

It’s my absolute pleasure to recommend Joanna Lewicka as an excellent teacher, 

educator and theatre director.  

Joanna and I worked together in Paderewski Private Grammar School in Lublin, 

Poland and we have collaborated over an international Erasmus+ project titled 

“Transforming Europe: WWI and Its Consequences 1918-2018”. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time working with Joanna and came to know her as a 

truly valuable asset to my team. She is hard-working, creative and open.  

In the project her task was to create a WWI poetry-inspired theatre performance 

using different theatre languages/types and forum theatre in collaboration with 

two Danish literature teachers. They worked with a group of more than 30 

international students (whom they did not know before) for one week. Her 

knowledge and expertise in theatre directing was a huge advantage to our project. 

What they created together was moving and inspirational. The performance 

recording can be found here. 

Along with her undeniable talent, Joanna has always been a true team player, and 

always manages to resolve conflicts and bring the best out of the other people.  

Without a doubt, I confidently recommend Joanna as a teacher, educator and 

theatre director.  

Please feel free to contact me at b.ostrowska@paderewski.lublin.pl should you like 

to discuss Joanna’s qualifications and experience further. I’d be happy to expand on 

my recommendation. 

Best wishes, 

Barbara Ostrowska 
EU project coordinator  
in Paderewski Private Grammar School, Lublin, Poland 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5P_KXMbwjJ4&t=3s











